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              Holy Family Primary School
                      Newsletter
               Friday, 17th March 2017
Pupils of the Week 
	Class
	Name
	Reason

	Rec 
	Dara McCaffrey
	For changing into his puddle suit really quickly

	Yr.1 NC/BH
	Hollie Sloan
	For great ‘turn-taking’ & giving great answers during carpet time

	Yr.1 MP
	Hayley McCaffrey
	For great discussion on our theme ‘Let’s get growing’

	Yr.2 EM
	Jack Duddy
	For his lovely artistic ideas while making a castle

	Yr.2. FMG
	Beth Owens
	For writing an excellent introduction to ‘The Enormous Turnip’

	Yr.3 SM
	Bernadette Delaney
	For settling in to Yr.3 so well, welcome to our class!

	Yr.3 UC
	Ethan Montague
	For being a great ‘Patrick’ in our St. Patrick’s assembly

	Yr.4 BH/DMC
	Claire McArdle
	For always being so helpful and well mannered

	Yr.4 CMM
	Rihanna Devlin
	For mastering her multiplying and dividing, well done!

	Yr.5 PG
	Eva Taggart
	For being such a focused pupil all the time!

	Yr.5 DMS
	Megan Shiels
	For excellent work all week!

	Yr.6 CK
	Storm McCarron
	For working really hard & always being so kind & helpful

	Yr.6 KMN
	Gloria Dobrovolstyke
	For being a conscientious worker & always giving 100% effort to her work

	Yr.7 SMG
	Conor Pritchard
	For writing a brilliant recount of his Confirmation Day

	Yr.7 ZMD
	Aimee Colton
	For reading so beautifully during the Confirmation ceremony


Good Manners Award

[image: image3.wmf]Those chosen to receive recognition for the ‘Good Manners’ Award this week are: Ben Duffy, Aaron McCallan, Ben McCullagh, Sophie Robinson, Emily Mullin, Eoin Breslin, Alex Lopatynski, Colette McCann, Denis Ivanovs, Jakub Grzesiak, Amelia Stachura, Barnabas Tasi, Cara Coyle, Beibhinn Moloney, James McKeown, Caolan Logue, Labhaoise Nic An Easpaig, Ryan Jackson, Demi-Leigh Kelly, Amy Maguire & Amber Conway-Crowne. Well done everyone, we are so proud of you all. 

Dates to Note
Fri 17th & Mon 20th March: St. Patrick’s Day break
[image: image4.wmf]Tues 21st March:  PATHS training for parents/guardians @ 5.30pm on junior site (details overleaf)

Thur 23rd March: INTO half day strike from 12.30pm (see overleaf)
St. Patrick’s Day Break 

The school will be closed on Friday, 17th & Monday, 20th March for the St. Patrick’s Day break. Masses in Drumragh parish will be at the following times:-

Sacred Heart Church, Omagh – Thursday 16th March Vigil Mass at 7.30pm. Friday 17th March: 8.00am, 10.00am and 7.30pm 

St. Mary’s Church, Drumragh – Friday 17th March @ 11.00am 

Senior Site Homework Club
Due to staff training for PATHS there will be NO homework club on the senior site next Tuesday (21st March). The homework club will continue as normal next Wednesday & Thursday.

Irish Dancing Costume

If anyone is interested in purchasing a McGirr’s school of dancing costume, please contact Catherine on 07745 087 598. The costume is suitable for a 12 – 15yr old and is in immaculate condition. 

Sacrament of Confirmation
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Many congratulations to our Year 7 pupils on making their Confirmation last Saturday (11th March). It was a tremendous success and the pupils and their families were beautifully turned out. We are very proud of how they prepared for the sacrament and took part in the Mass. A special word of thanks to our fabulous Yr.7 teachers Mrs. McGuigan & Mrs. McDermott, our R.E. Co-ordinator Mrs. McGowan and to Monsignor Donnelly & Fr. Hasson who ensured the pupils were well prepared for the Sacrament. Thanks also to Bishop Donal McKeown who administered the Sacrament of Confirmation on the day and really involved the children in the ceremony. It was a truly wonderful occasion for everyone and a day our pupils will never forget!! 
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PATHS Training for Parents/Guardians
The PATHS Programme for Schools empowers all children to develop the fundamental social and emotional learning skills which will enable them to make positive choices throughout life.  Training for parents/guardians in the PATHS Programme will take place next Tuesday evening (21st March) at 5.30pm on the junior site. Ms. Martina Luiten, who has been working closely with both staff and pupils in the delivery of the PATHS programme in school, will help parents/guardians gain a greater insight into what is involved. We hope to see as many of you as possible there!
The Big Pedal
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Attached to today’s newsletter is information regarding ‘The Big Pedal’ challenge which runs from 20th – 31st March. This is the UK’s largest inter-school cycling and scooting challenge that inspires pupils, staff and parents/guardians to choose two wheels for their journey to school. It is also a great way to get more of our pupils travelling to school on their bikes and scooters. Holy Family will be competing to become one of the UK’s top schools for two-wheeled journeys and will be in with a chance to win prizes including bike and scooter stunt shows and fantastic cycle and scooter storage.
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Half Day Industrial Action – Thursday 23rd March 2017

A half day strike by INTO members will take place next Thursday, 23rd March at 12.30pm. The school morning will run as normal and we will be organising a staggered collection time for pupils to help alleviate traffic congestion.  All pupils should be off-site by 12.30pm and we ask parents/guardians to ensure their child is collected promptly before this time. Further details will be sent out next week. 
Orders for School Milk

[image: image9.png]Th PATHS*rograrne o Schools KVerir
Promoting Albemative THinking Strategies



In order for milk to be available when the school reopens on Monday, 24th April 2017, we will need to submit the milk orders before the Easter break. If you wish your child to avail of milk in the summer term, please complete the order form below and return to their class teacher, with payment of £9.00, before Wednesday 12th April. No orders for milk will be taken after this date!
(-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Milk Order for Summer Term

Name of Child: 








  Year:

 
I/We enclose £9.00 



 cash/cheque (payable to Holy Family P.S.)

Signed: 









  Date: 




Dear Parents/Carers,

Get set… we’re taking part in The Big Pedal 2017, the UK’s largest inter-school cycling and scooting challenge that inspires pupils, staff and parents to choose two wheels for their journey to school. 

The challenge runs from 20 to 31 March. It’s free to enter and we would love everyone to be involved. For more information about the event go to www.bigpedal.org.uk
The details

On each day of the challenge schools compete to see who can record the greatest number of pupils, staff and parents cycling or scooting to school. We’ll be competing against other schools right across the UK, and if we clock up the most bike and scooter journeys we’ll win!
Why we’re taking part

It’s a great way to get more of our pupils travelling to school on their bikes and scooters. We will be competing to become one of the UK’s top schools for two-wheeled journeys and will be in with a chance to win prizes including bike and scooter stunt shows and fantastic cycle and scooter storage.

Superhero fundraising day

On Friday 31 March we’d love our pupils to be involved in Sustrans’ Superhero Day by dressing as their favourite superhero in exchange for a £1 donation. This gives every child the chance to be involved in the Big Pedal even if they don’t scoot or cycle to school. We hope to buy a set of scooters for each site with the money raised!

What’s next?

All you need to do is encourage your child to cycle or scoot to school every day during the event, and join them on their way – parent and sibling journeys count too! Please remind the children to wear appropriate safety gear, e.g. helmet, hi-vis vest, etc. when travelling to school by bike/scooter.
NB: Any children coming to school on bikes/scooters MUST be accompanied by an adult at all times.

Please get in touch if you have any questions.

Enjoy the ride!
Kathy McKnight

   Mairead Prunty


Ann-Marie Cox

School Champion KS2           School Champion KS1                 Active School Travel Officer              
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