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Christmas Wishes

It has been an extremely busy first term with many highlights and achievements, culminating in our wonderful Christmas celebrations i.e. Carol Singing in local homes, The Advent Mass, Nativity Plays and Advent Assemblies. I’m sure you would agree that these were all very special occasions, where the children were just sensational and really helped us focus on the true meaning of Christmas. Many thanks to all those who attended our Christmas events and supported us during the festive season, your help has been invaluable and greatly appreciated. On behalf of myself and the staff I would like to wish all of you a very happy and joyous Christmas and a peaceful New Year, Mrs. Dolan. 

Upcoming Dates to Note

Tues 20th Dec – School closes at 12.00noon for the Christmas Break

Wed 4th Jan – School reopens for staff and pupils

Wed 4th Jan – ‘Tales of a Travelled Piano’ in the Strule Arts Centre @ 8.00pm (see overleaf)

Thur 5th Jan – Yr.6 & Yr.7 pupils going to ‘Cinderella’ in the Grand Opera House, Belfast

Mon 23rd Jan – Service of Light for Yr7 Pupils and Parents 

Tues 7th Feb – First Confession @ 7.00pm Sacred Heart Church

Sat 11th March – Sacrament of Confirmation in the Sacred Heart Church @ 11.00am

Sun 21st May – First Holy Communion @ 12.30pm in the Sacred Heart Church

Christmas Holiday Arrangements: 
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The Christmas holidays will begin at lunchtime on Tuesday (20th Dec) and to ease traffic congestion and ensure pupils’ safety we are staggering the collection times. Please note the following:-Rec, Yr.1 pupils finish promptly at 11.30am
Yr.2 pupils finish promptly at 11.45am

Yr.3, Yr.4, Yr.5, Yr.6 & Yr.7 pupils will finish promptly at 12.00noon.

[image: image4.wmf]School buses will run as usual at 12.00noon and older brothers & sisters will be ready for collection with their younger siblings. P.S. There will be no canteen facility on Tuesday. N.B. School re-opens for pupils on Wednesday, 4th Jan 2017.
School Meals Price Increase!
The Education Authority has recently carried out a review of school meals prices and it has been agreed that revised prices will take effect in two stages. We ask parents/guardians to please note the following:-

From 1st January 2017 the price of a school meal will increase to £2.55 

From 1st September 2017 the price of a school meal will increase to £2.60. 

After School Clubs 
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We ask parents/guardians to take careful note of the following arrangements regarding after school clubs in the new year:-
Junior Site: The Yr.1/2 waiting over (2.15pm – 3.00pm) will resume on Wed, 4th January 

Senior Site: The homework club will resume on Wednesday, 4th January 2017

All other after school clubs will resume the week beginning Monday, 9th January 2017.
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Yr.6/7 Panto

Our Yr.6/7 classes will be going to ‘Cinderella’ in the Grand Opera House on Thursday, 5th January. The children will leave the school at 11.00am and return at approximately 5.30pm. 
We remind parents/guardians that all outstanding monies should be paid to your child’s class teacher before the Christmas holidays begin next Tuesday.
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School Christmas Card Competition
Once again our school Christmas card competition was of a very high standard, but in the end we chose one winner from each site. The winning designs have been used as the school’s official Christmas cards and have been sent out to our neighbouring schools, Board of Governors and of course to the pupils’ families. Our winners this year were:- Ella Harte Yr.4BH/DMC and Racheal McGlynn Yr.7S. Congratulations to our ‘fab’ artists and everyone involved in making the competition such a resounding success. 
Attention all Parents/Guardians - Application for Enrolment September 2017
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By 12.00noon Wednesday, 11th January 2017, parents/guardians must register their child for entry to Reception or Yr.1 for next year i.e. the academic year 2017/18. If younger brothers and sisters are eligible for enrolment an application form can be collected from the junior site office. N.B. We urge parents to ensure their form is in by the deadline, as late applications cannot be considered in the event of over-subscription. Applications for Cornabracken @ Holy Family can be made by contacting Melanie or Angela on the Senior Site (tel: 028 8224 4477 or 07512 462 498)
Final Call for Milk Orders!

Today was the final day for ordering milk for the Spring term. However, we have held the order over until Monday (19th Dec) and ask that all orders are handed in to your child’s class teacher by Monday morning. The cost for the term is £13.00 per child. No orders for milk will be taken after this day!

Contributory Charge for Instrumental Tuition – Yr’s 5/6/7
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The school has received the invoice for instrumental music tuition and parents/guardians will be issued with a bill for their child’s fees when we return after the Christmas break.  The cost for this year’s tuition is £110.00 for both Woodwind and Strings. Payment may be made either by cash or cheque (payable to Holy Family P.S.). Those of you who have been using the school’s payment scheme will only need to forward the balance remaining on your card.

SVP Hampers
A huge thank you to everyone who sent in items to our SVP Christmas hamper appeal. These hampers will be distributed to families in the local area in time for Christmas. A special thank you also to our brilliant parents’ committee for collating and packing the hampers, especially at this very busy time!!

‘Be Bright, Be Seen’ During the Christmas Season
[image: image12.wmf]As the winter season approaches pupils need to be particularly vigilant when travelling to and from school either on foot or by bus. The limited visibility during the dark mornings and evenings, along with the icy conditions and the excitement surrounding the Christmas season, can result in serious accidents at this time of year. The children have all been reminded of Road Safety N.I’s message ‘be bright, be seen’ by drivers and we ask parents/guardians to please instil this advice at home in order to have a happy, safe Christmas.
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Congratulations to our Cross Country Runners!

Huge congratulations to our fabulous runners who took part in the Flahavans Cross Country Competition last Friday in Strabane. Emer McCanny (Yr.7Z) came 1st and her sister Clodagh (Yr.5D) came 6th in the girls’ competition and the girls’ team were 3rd overall. Well done to everyone for taking part and for being such brilliant representatives of Holy Family - what a way to end 2016!!! 

Tales of a Travelled Piano

[image: image14.jpg]


On Wednesday, 4th January 2017, an extract from ‘Tales of a Travelled Piano’ will take place in The Strule Arts Centre at 8.00pm. Top class European musicians on piano, violin and cello, together with Elisabeth Goell (Holy Family piano tutor) will perform instrumental music and songs from Tales of a Travelled Piano. Tickets cost £10.00 for adults/£5.00 for under 18’s and can be booked at www.struleartscentre.co.uk or, Box Office:  028 8224 7831. Tales of a Travelled Piano is also available in book-form with two accompanying music CDs on the night itself or from www.elisabethgoell.com - might make a lovely gift for someone this Christmas!!
